A 


S E R M ON 


sr. JOHN XX. 23. k 


WHOSESOEVER SINS YE REMIT, THEY ARE RE-> 
MITTED UNTO THEM; AND WHOSESOEVER 
SINS YE RETAIN, THEY ARE RETAINED: 


9 
PREACH ED BEFORE THE 


R OF. OXFORD, 
FL JAMA! 

= MARY;s CHYRCH, 
On SuNDay, Novenszn 24, 1793- 


Si C pe 1 2 . .% *& 


= 
Fi? 

. 

5%. 


3 


—_ 
— a * alk 22 . 2 * 
2 3 


2 


Da 
"I" . 
3 


” , 
— =. +4 


6x THE 


Rev, HENRY. BEST, M. A. 


FELLOW OF 8T, MARY MAGDALENE co COLLEGE, OXFORD, 


== = ee re TLC, 


— X - Dh DD 
TW AMR TT IEC 


* 
- "NT 5 ve — 21" an 5 


Rr ; 

— — — — — — —  — Fe - 2 
OXFORD: i 
PRINTED FOR j. FLETCHER; 1 


AND SOLD BY MESS. RIVING TONS, sr. PAUL'S CHURCH» i 
YARD, AND MR, STOCKDALY, PICCADILLY, | 
LONDON; MR. LUNN, CAMBRIDGE; AND 


MR» BROOKE, LINCOLN, | 9 
1793+ h . = 

— — 9 | | 55 

ö ' 

{Price One Shilling. | 1 


CA N. 
oF II 
a 
* 
* 
4 4 


U 
* 
E929 4 +4 
* 
. 
of 
* 


MAINT AC * 
- 
* N 
** 


— 


WILLS, 
VICE 


A a 
* * f 6, - | 
. » * 2 - * — * 
75 * 8 0 — * 
Sup * wot 5 
, 


n 
x 
4 


N. 
"WM 
TY 

* 

"s | 

- 
TD. 
* 

#- 
I 
7 

rr 

144 


* 


JOHA 


o 


„ 


* 


AT UR, 


5 
”y 


. 
by 


3 


— 
- 
oy 
* 
* 
. 
- 
— 
42 


* 


« 
—4 
= 
. 


. 


TMPRI 
y 


5A + 
4 
# 
iS 


2 2 


＋ 
— 


5 - 


8 ; - * Y 8 * 5 7 — . - _ — — — — — —— . — —ĩ— — — - — —ũ—0 —— nw ey — — — — — — ——d 


« - 8 nd. + —— - E — : wh © F * | 8 —— — —— * - * 
* ; — * n — . A mm OY on l 83 1 2 1 WE . 2 8 * *XÞ "HF, 


— — — — — — * a 
= —̃ —— — 


_ CI 7 


er 8 E AS 


* 


S ERM ON, &c. 


5 $ F F ; 4 Af 1 A 0 ”, # 
ST. 10.87 XX. 23. 


2 ? . 


by i A Þ | ff; 
WHOSESOEVER SINS YE ITE ef THEY ARE RE- 


* MITTED UNPTO THEM; AND WHOSESOEVER ED 
YE RETAIN, THEY "AUK RETAINEPoru. 


UR bleſſed Lord is tepreſenited as 
ſpeaking theſe important words, at the 
time when his work on earth, the gracious 
work of our redemption, was finiſned. He 
had overcome the ſharpneſs of death; by his 
merits the kingdom of heaven was now open 
ed to all believers. He was going to prepare 
a place for thoſe who to the end of the world 
ſhould believe on him. 


But the application of theſe nib | 


benefits to thoſe among mankind who ſhould 


A 2 be 


* 
mr 6 5 & : . » 
= - ' * * 1 


x 6X LEN, FA , 2 5* ep N 57 . 


— 
— 


— —— 2 


3 
« va ” 
ov v4 2 . 


* 
F233 44 . —_— ** 2 * 5 5 * 
. — W 7 * ' * 5 7 — 
. PS TX, — * * . * . 5 Y E F* ) - . . 11 
1E . . ane 2G ETD Ye 


Z 
| 
"4 
| 
: 
. 
t 
oY 


3 


4 q 8 
. TE *. a 
; » 


'S # 22% 4 
2 IR” 
* -— - 


— — 


, nap 
N * » * P - 
= * & as * N A 
„ 4 r „ ww — ˙‚ 2 - 


F ct . , | 
= nr IE I LE IT wat” a eps - 
ä 3 


* war . 
— 


2. 


. ᷣ OE OE OY ES EET WE” 
S * — Aff + — 48 — L * „ 2 — . K N 1 . * — 


— . 7 ——— 
» 


EF : WY Is Ger 


* SY | * 
L rr 


me. a 


2 28 * FR 3. * 1 * * * SF "EN 4s 
hn Tas 1 : EF 6: 4, s ** : * w_ 
23 . _— > 


— — — 
cr * 2 2 2 - 
* 


A 
2 


* 
4 


— — 


—_ 1 — 
— SRD 


422 


be — worthy of them yet remained. By 
receiving the faith were individuals to be ena- 


bled to obtain thoſe bleſſings, of which his 


meritorious ſufferings, his all-availing media- 
tion had made them capable. To convert 


mankind to the evangelical faith was then the 


4, 


glorious work which, immediately before his 


aſcenſion, the Son of Gop entruſted to is 


| Apoſtles. | Their commiſſion was given to 
them i in the ſolemn and awful words, 66 * Peace 
« be unto you. As my, Father hath ſent me, 
"0 even ſo ſend I you.” Supernatural powers 
which man might well tremble to receive or 


an 


to exerciſe, were added, that the commiſſion 


F133 


4 might be effectual., 6& He breathed oh 55. 


„ „ 


"es: Seamied unto them 3 290 mhoklvever fins ye 
"retain, they are retained. EL $3 
The promile of the HEY was accom- 
Pie on the day of Pentecoſt. Inveſted 
with the gifts and. powers they on that day 
received, the Apoſtles went forth © e con- 
ae quering and to conquer.” Succeſs every 
where attended their mon, 1 for « Gop Was 


0 33 3 


o 
" —— 
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3 ; 
with them. Force was in vain employed? to 
deſtroy its effect; and wiſdom became folly 
when oppoſed to it. The temples of Pagan- 
iſm ſhook to their baſes. The Oracles be- 
came mute before them. The kingdom of 
Satan was deſtroyed, and the kin gdom of 
Chriſt eſtabliſhed in its ſtead. _ f 
But the Apoſtles did not merely make con- 
verts to the true faith, and then leave them, 
weak and wayering. as they may be ſuppoſed 
to have been, to worſhip the God of Chriſ- 
5 tians, each according, to the ſu ggeſtions of his 
/ own mind and private judgment, without c con- 
"cert, without intercou rſe, without uniformity. 
"They well knew what ſtren gth might be de- 
rived from union, what conſiſtency from eſ- 
tabliſhment, what zeal from mutual encourage- 
ment, what watchfulneſs from mutual cen- 
ſure, what f. ſpiritual comfort, and bleſſedneſs 
from offering up in charity f their common 
ſup lications, and partaking in common of 


th oly Sacraments. Chriſtians, were. there- | 
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fore by the Apoſtles collected and 8. 

into a ſociety called by the exer;to-be-re ered 

name of Tux CHURCH. HE 

* ſociety cannot ſubſiſt without! ſibordi- 
A 3 nation; 
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nation: wnbeüt power in the governors of it 
to enforce obedience ; without an opinion in 
the governed, influencing their actions, of 
the nete the A er and the "OP 
of ubm A WP $9 50 293311 
In political ſtates the ſword and the ba- 
lance of juſtice, the fear of puniſhment in 
this life, and the ſenſe of general advantage 
fecure, fo long as their influence laſts, the 
order of civil fociety. But in the ſpiritual 
fociety of the Church, ſecular puniſbments 
could not be inflicted; not only on account 
of the ſubjection to Heathen Emperors, under 
Which at 'the firſt" the Church fabſiſted 3* but 
allo becauſe the infliction of them would not 
have anſwered the props ofed end; Which was, 
to maintain upon earth a 16hitty whoſe mem 
bers ſhould a ipire.: after eternal happineſs even 
in the midft of teinporat "evi," and ſhould 
frame their lives acording to this their hops, 
unawed by human Authority,” unbiaſſed by 


20 131 DAJOY 31 & 6 
"human opinion 4 TIO 


RY He, under. the influchte of whoſe irt 


"they a acte d, and who would that his kingdotn 
ſhould pe mis in the hearts of meh, 
Ee u e ie the goverticrs' of his Church, 
the 
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the Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, powers not 
only ſufficient for this bleſſed purpoſe, but 
conformed and bearing a ſtrict analogy to it 
in their nature and operation. He com- 
mitted to them the adminiſtration of his 
holy ſacraments ; of thoſe. ſacraments with- 
out which no convert to the faith could 
reaſonably conſider. himſelf as in a ſtate of 
falvation, ' They had power to admit any one 
to the partioĩpation of theſe ordinances, ot to 
repel him from it, in ſuch manner as they 
ſhould oonſcientiquſiy think moſt likely to 
contribute. to individual reformation or ge 
neral edifleation. This was the formidable 
engine of diſcipline, by which the Governors 
of the Church, in early times ſupported it, 4 
good. order, and pond the ſubmiſſion of all 
its members. 

Fu The facrament of bapti indeed v was ad- 


$3 Af4Tk* 


* tle advanced i in, life, and having 1 been once ad- | 


miniſtered, it could neither be repeated nor 
recalled. But they who were baptiſed 1 were 
_inſtruQed, that although baptiſm could not be 
recalled, the advantages to be hoped for from 
5 might be forfeited. 17 They were fully 1 
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fible that the condemnation of thoſe ho 
hold the faith in unrighteouſneſs, Mio fall 
away after having been called to grace in 
Chriſt, is greater than that of thoſe Who 
have never believed, nor havecheard the glad: 
tidings of the Goſpel. They were therefore 
moſt anxious to make themſelves worthy of 
being, continued in | the, communion, of the 
holy ſacrament, without Which they did not 
dare to hope for ſalvation. They well knew 
that they who do not participate of that ſacred 
ordinance. of Chriſt's inſtitution, whether ah - 
ſent through their on negligence or per- 
verſeneſs, on for juſt reaſons repulſed by, the, 
Prieſt, are mot in 4 ſtate of ſalvation and 
Srce ; that their. ſins are retained ; that the 
effect of their ſins, if unrepented of, may he 
expected finally toi talze place, eyen the i en, 
vecable.condemnation,of i their ſouls. : 
They Were, alſo happily „ they 
ho. partake of the hody and blood of Chriſt, 
daiby this mode receive, what they can re- 
cv hy no other appointed mode, the par- 
don of thoſe ſins of Which they truly and 
cacgeſtlyarepent I that their an nd its conſe 


2 1 $. 4 4 + quent 


(9) 
quent puniſhment: is: thereby remitted; that 
they obtain morvover tho grace of Gon's holy 
Spirit to affiſt them in running. their ſpiritual 

ra6e; andi that to them are given, as far as in 
this ĩmperfect and uncertain ſtate they can be 
given) the benefits procured for mahkind by 
the death and paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. Of 
theſe truths, iich the Apoſtles preached to 
them, and which Holy Seriptüre declares to: all 
Chtiſtians in alf Ages, the primitive Chriſtiant 
pad ogy Hom detply ſenfible. WL ee nb 

"The Apoſtieb=theh,” ad the Clergy thei 
more immediate fusbeſſors, were enabled to 
maintain their dw-Au, uſeful authority over ile 
people for whole Nuls they watched, by ad- 
miniſtering of refuſing to adminiſter to them 
the holy myſteries} of tlie general neceſſity of 
which they wert hug duly, convinced. Thu 
they ſtrengthened, much as did ſtand, they 
comforted and helped the weak - hearted. they 
tuiſedd up them ithav fell, they re- aſſured the 
ſincerely penitent) they cauſed the rays of 
cheering hope ti beam upon the bed of Geck - 
neßs, and chaſe devior away ſtem the lou! of 
the departing Chriſtian. Slot ENTS 1649; 
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of /God's judgments and- wrath, and. by re- 
fuling for a time, ſometimes by finally re- 
fuſing, the means of averting them, they re- 
preſſed contumacy and ſubdued pride, recalled 
the ſinner: from the error of his way, rejected 
preſerved. the Church, the ſpouſe of Chriſt, 
pure and without ſpot, holy, and all- glorious 
within, * and * ene unto 
Gov. + art) 
From this edge view * our bleſſed 
pony at a time when its governors, .in; the 
Wall: exerciſe of their lawful powers, exerted 
cheir energies for its defence, ſtrength and 
beauty, let us turn our eyes upon the preſent 
Hate, of the beſt and pureſt, portion of the 
Church of Chriſt, of that part of it to which, 
-by Gon! $: blefling, we belong, whoſe goodly 
preſerxation is our firſt duty, whoſe Pitten 
welfare is gur geareſt concern. Ur 10 bs 
The Apoſtalical Church of England juſtly 
challenges for itſelf thoſe rights, which the 
Primitive Church enjoyed. It reſerves to its 
lawful Prieſthood the adminiſtration of the ſa- 
craments and thoſe unalienable rights of the 
Olergy by which they hold in their hands the 
« keys 


668263 
«*# keys of the kingdom of Heaven. It eſta. 
bliſhes three ſeveral forms of :abſolution; by 
which it places its penitent members in a ſtate 
of communion, and releaſes them from thoſe 
cenſures which it might paſs upon them. and 
conveys to them the comfortable aſſurance 
of Gop's pardon and grace; upon which, 


if they fulfil the conditions ek It they may 


ſecurely rely, as being pronoun W 
2 of reconciliation. | 59 

The tights of Which we peak, the Church 
of England juſtly challenges to ütſelf; for as 
they were ©originilly given for the benefft of 
Chriſtians in all ages, n length ef time ein 


R 


by dr v very n tag bände to every trde 
Church through the” whole ef that 
during which CHAR actording to his gracicùhs 
ptomiſe T, 18 will it by his ſpirit ent at the 
end of the world, he ſhall come to require An 
awful acc ofthis uſe | 1 Wan have made 
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"of them 12 i 102 259nalleds 


The power of Lone dels, "Rh 
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was given at the firſt for the more immediate 


purpoſe of converſion, was indeed withdrawn, 


-fo ſoon as the Church, under God's protec- 
tion, and with the general and ordinary aſſiſt- 
ance of his graces, was able to ſupport and 
extend itſelf by human prudence. But the 


power of remitting and retaining fins is per- 
manent; as it was given for purpoſes which 
make it's permanency requiſite, the purpoſes 
of edification, and of that good government 
in the Church, without which edification can 
never be accompliſhed,” © © 

Thus was the creation of the world an immèe- 
Ute effect of the power of the Word of Gop; 3 
While its preſervation is left, under the con- 
troul of his general providence, to "ſecond 
Lauſes, and the agency of the powers of nature. 


The Church of England then aſſerts and 
rxerciſes its power of remitting and retaining 
ſins; to which, by the ſame title as did the 
Apoſtles, it requires the People to ſubmit, that 


the whole body of this our national Church, 
Ats elergy, and its Worker may proceed in 
peice and unity and ſpiritual comfort to that 


wleſſed region Where iniquitles ſhall” be fe- 
Kr 18 onigatnf 72143 o 100011 memibered 


1011 a) 4 L 


f 8 Þ 


membered no more, but ri Spee a 
be eſtabliſhed for « ever, . Sts Aral Rt 
But i is this power, I would ak Nihon of. 
fence, | as being impreſſed with ſentiments of 
moſt, ſincere and duteous reſpect towards this 
our Church, and actuated by an ardent. wiſh 
for its real proſperity—is this power of remit: 
ting and retaining : fins exerciſed; to any effect 
by its, Clergy ?. Do they not tacitly recede 
from theſe their juſt claims ? Ate they not in 
ſome meaſure guilty, of betraying theſe: rights 
of the Church, ſo uſeful, ſo, neceflary to, its 
ſpiritual edification-?. Do they not..copfider 
the firſt of the above-mentioned forms of ab- 
folution as a metely declaratory. form the 
ſecond, as merely petitionary,?;, And, With 
reſpect to the third form, G0. ot many: of 
them omit the uſe of it entirely? s the 
power of admitting to the holy euchariſt, or 
of repelling from it, generally applied: to the 
purpoſe of reformation of life? On the 
contrary, are not almoſt all perſons indiffet» 
ently, and without enquiry, admitted to the 
boy communion ? For the people, do they 
in general allow of. the, power of abſolution 
en Prieſthood? Do they imagine that any 
| ſpiritual 


( 14 ) 


ſpiritual. benefit is derived upon them from 
theſe forms when pronounced by the Prieſt ? 
Do they generally attend the holy facrament, 
for the purpoſe of receiving. | through i ts means, 
the pardon of fin, and grace to lead a new life ? 
Do they not. rather generally abſent themſelves, 
andiſcem to think it of little conſequence whe- 
ther they attend or not ? If the civil power 
had not added its legal diſqualifications in aid of 


tue tertors ef excommunication, would not 


excommunication be; totally it is almoſt: to- 
tally - diſregarded and derided? The doctrine, 
indeed, and, as far as theory reaches, the diſ- 
cipline of this Church, the ſpirit and form of its 
liturgy, and the writings of its moſt learned and 
excellent divines, juſtify and enforce that right 
of the Prieſthood, which the text ſo expreſsly 
and determinately gives them: but in practice 
ib is now neglected or explained away, that a 
fort of compoſition may be entered into be- 
tween the 1 caſe. for con 
n lien th: zd too ale! 
Thus the idea of the augult and Cams 
fabric of the primitive Church, which our 
reformers were juſtly proud of having reſtored 
in this * is nearly loſt. Fhe practice of 


-2D3&V our 


4 


6 


our Church, for I ſpeak of its practice only; 
no longer retraces that venerable idea in the 
mind'of the admirer of the pure and early 
ages of Chriſtianity. Thus, the Clergy 
having nearly loft their due influence in re- 
ligious concerns on the miikls ofothe-laity, 
we are at preſent in a diſtracted, diſcon. 

nected ſtate of confuſion and inſubotdination, 
in which hereſy and ſchiſm are tegatded as 

no crimes ; abſenee from the holy ordinances 
as no loſs; and bleſſings derived upon the 
people by the adminiſtration of the Prieſt as 
no benefit. Melancholy and diſtreſsful as * 
this repreſentation of our preſent conditie 
it is to be feared that it ĩs not by any mearis 
exaggerated. The faithful delineation dught 
to be preſented to our view, that we may be 
excited to ſtrive: to avert thoſe evils which 
have ſo much ſerious cauſe to apprehend : but 
we ſhould approach to the conſideration of this 
ſubject, not with reproachful cenſure. or in · 
ba es of reproof, but with 6 257 awe. and 

«trembling ſolicitude nb 2s oc FT 

Many cauſes may be fiat Berens 
tributed towards reducing us to this alarming 
ow and 2 may perhaps be done 
10⁰ towards 


164269 


towards a removal of the evil, by MY 
into'the conſideration of its origin. * 
Ihe abuſe, of the power of remitting cine 
"4 retaining fins in the Romiſn Church may be 
conſidered as a principal reaſon why in this 
dur reſormed Church it has been ſo little i in- 
ſiſtel upon. The power of remitting fins 
Has: been rendered almoſt nugatory, | becauſe 
ſcatcely any are at preſent authoritatively cen- 
ſured, by the Church for any ſins whateyer; 
and cenſures never inflicted cannot be remitted. 
The power of retaining ſins has been, infre- 
quently exerciſed, not, it is to be feared, for 
want of, occaſions to exerciſe it) but . becauſe 
zt has been conſidered by ſome as odions, by 
others as ridiculoys; becauſe by ſome it has 
been reprobated ; as ap exertign of eccleſiaſtical 
 4yranny, by others as an inſtance. of eccleſiaſti- 
cal fraud. The power both of remitting and 
Actaining Gps. has, been regarded as a power 
Which a Popiſh Prieſt, might indeed prete: 
to, but , to which a Proteſtant. Clergyman, 
"fince this Church has: been: called Proteſtant, 
"ras ſuppoſed to be g longer intitled., . ._ 
FR Vet if the Popilh, Clergy. have heretofore in 
"his, 3 a8 well, a as in 75 other nations, driven a 
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69 
gainful tratle in the fins of t the pe; isi it 
thence to be inferred that. a Prieſt of the 
Chütehl of England is to loſe thoſe rights, 
"which the Apoſtles received for edification, 
not for deſtruction, and which were delivered 
IT from them to all their true ſucceſſors ? 
ur reformers aboliſhed auricular . 
Boe knowing, the miſchievous purpoſes to 
J which it had been and might 10 perverted. 
"They did not bold forth A Purgatory under 
their own eſpecial juriſdi&tion to frighten the 
people, chat they might defraud them by 
means of their fears. They. proclaimed. no 
kale of indulgenees. | | They did not ſuppoſe 
that the gift of G0 was te de purchaſed with 
money; nor did they wiſh to receive any for 
granting it to thoſe who ſhould | have better 
chims to it han money can Zixe. But our 
reformers could not, they did not pretend to 
cede what Chrift had given... Far from, it. 
They re-eſtabliſhed the primitive uſages of the 
Church in this reſpect, as far as the tines 
would permit; and they expreſied : a wiſh, in 
the ſervice read on the firſt day. of Lent, that 
the times had permitted them to approach 
| All nearer to that perfect model. That the 
| 20 B abuſe 
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abuſe of the power of the keys in the Romith 
Church cannot be a reaſon why that power 
ſhould be loft to the Church of England, 

is indeed a propoition | too evident to _ 


proof. 


Let not then this our e Church be 


guilty of betraying its juſt and uſeful rights; 
let not this Chriſtian people be guilty of re- 


fuſing to EI to that power which is the 


ordinance. of Gov. for their good. Let us 
guard indeed againſt the corruptions of the 
Church of Rome; 5 but let us guard alſo 
againſt our now. more formidable enemies, 


fanaticiſm and. licentiouſnels; againſt fanati- 
L cim, Which rejects all human. viſible means 
of obtaining heavenly graces, although ap- 


pointed by Gon himſelf; againſt licentiouſ- 
neſs, which demanding what no one wiſhes 
to refuſe, freedom of thought and liberty 
of conſcience, . aſſumes to itſelf moreover the 
right of doing and faying whatever ſeemeth 
fit; good, without account, and without. con- 


troul. 
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70 loſtructed, a5 they fancy themſelves t to be, 
the example of former ages, men have 3 


ed chat the Clergy conſtantly obtain tem- 


poral 
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poral | grandeur and dominion by means of 
their ſpiritual authority. The involutions of 
ſophiſtry have been employed, truth has been 
diſguiſed, and hiſtory diſtorted, to render the 
latter ſuſpected and odious, becauſe it may be 
uſed as an inſtrument to acquire the former. 
They allow that the clergy, during times of 
darkneſs: and ignorance, received the ready 
ſubmiſſion of the people; but the preſent, 
they loudly exclim, is an enlightened and 
philoſophical. age, and ought no lon ger blindly 5 
to forward by its own credulity the intereſted 
views of. prieſts. a . Theſe vaunting Philoſo- 
phers appeal to nature, to reaſon, to truth, 
againſt the odious claims of eccleſiaſtical y- 
rants, who would enchain the minds of men, 
that they may hold their e ſubjection 
and bondage. I 20 * 
Ere the cauſe, i in I of this appeal, can 
be decided i in their favour, the Philoſopher 
muſt ſhew that human nature is "in ſuch 
a ſtate of perfection, „as to want neither 
the aid nor the grace of Gop to make it 
well- pleaſing unto him. They muſt ſhew 
that human reaſon is a competent judge of 
the counſels of Go! D, and of n means of 
B32 obtaining 
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obtaining grace, which he has been pleaſed ta 
appoint. They muſt ſhew that the aim of : 
the Chriſtian Priefihood to the adminiſtratior 
of theſe means of grace is not founded f in 
truth; they muſt prove, that is, the paſſages 
of ſcripture which give to the Prieſthood this 
adminiſtration, to be interpolations, ot, which 
will. be an equally. eaſy and more agreeable 
talk to Philoſophers, they muſt prove * all 
ſeripture is throughout an impoſturęe. 
That the Olergy exerciſed ſpiritual 
over the people duting thoſe ages which 
Philoſopher, that be may compliment the 
ſuperior ſagacity of the age in which himſelf 
lives, is pleaſed to call dark and ignorant, is 
readily allowed: but to acquire ts ſurely as dif- 
freult as to tetain; and the dominion of the 
Clergy, and their influence on the mind, werę 
zequired im an age that was curious, inqui- 
ſitive, and philoſophical; which had a con- 
ſidence in its own wiſdom, that nothing but 
miracles, operated to the confutation and con- 
ſuſion of that wiſdom could have abated'; and 
to extinguiſh ' Chriſtianity, exerted a force 
which * dur the of aan a Gop could 
vr agar 
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That the way a haye been fanetinies am- 
5 and ſometimes covetous, cannot be 
denied; and that they have ſometimes per- 
verted that holy gift, their ſpiritual authority, 
to the impure gratification of their ayarice and 
ambition, and by ſuch perverfion. have attained 
the unworthy. object, hiſtory to their ſhame 
proves to be equally true. But they who. 
ſhould deprive themſelves therefore. of the 
benefits conferretl. by Gop upon mankind, 
throu Sh the channel of their ſpirĩtual autho- 
rity,. becauſe. i it has been ſometimes thus per- 
verted, and becauſe i it may perhaps be difficult 
to reſtrain it within due bounds, would act 
as wiſely as if they were to deny themſelves 
the uſe of water and of fire, becauſe inun- 
dations have ſometimes, overwhelmed our 
fields, and conflagrations have ſometimes con- 
ſured our cities. 

Another method. by. which ſubmiſſion to 
the juſt ſpiritual, authority of the Prieſthood 
is attempted to be evaded, is by extolling 
the, all-ſufficiency of mere human morality ; 
of that morality, hoſe ſource is inhuman | 
reaſon, whoſe reward is human conyeniente, 
whote ſanction is human approbation. This 
| B 3 ſort 
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fort of morality,” taking upon itſelf jun fo 
much of Chriſtianity as it thinks fit, and leav- 
ing out faith and hope and grace, teaches us 
ſolely to do our duty to our neighbour ; and 
diſpenſing with thoſe other duties which Gop 
has required to be performed to himſelf and 
to his Church, it aſſures us, that by the 
performance of the ee duties our gr to 
Is is accompliſhed. - on 
This fort of morality is lm enemy. to 
Chinas Religion, whoſe eſſential truths it 
neglects, or explains away. For the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion enjoins man to believe with gratitude cer- 
"tain articles of faith, as well as to perform with 
exactneſs certain duties of ſociety; and enjoins 
theſe duties too, not merely on account of their 
relative and moral fitneſs, but it enjoins them to 
be performed through devotion to Gop, through 
faith in Chriſt, through the help of the Holy 
Spirit, to be obtained by the appointed means, 
This ſort of morality is the more miſchievous, as 
t ſeduces even the worthy and the good, and 
perſuades them to think, that becauſe faith and 
he grave of Go naturally preduce good works, 
therefote good works—thoſe works that are 
4 _m_ when — o the right prineiple— 
neceſſarily 
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neceſſarily imply faith and the grace of Gop, 
or render them uſeleſs. Theſe moraliſts un- 
dervalue the faithof a Chriſtian, and neglect the 
their aid, they lead what they call a good 
life, and a good life is all, ſay they, that Gon 
requires. They are indeed good, but not 
godly. They perform indeed thoſe duties in 
which Chriſtians exerciſe themſelves, but are 
not Chriſtians. For they forget that to be- 
lieve what Gop has revealed is as much the 
duty of man, as to perform what Go has 
commanded: They forget alſo this diſtin- 
guiſhing doctrine of Chriſtianity, that even to 
attempt to perform our duty by our on 
| ſtrength alone, without the _ of Gen is a 
wicked preſumption. 

Let then morality know its Juſt 8 | 
Or rather let it be convinced, that however | 
uſeful it may have been to mankind before 
the promulgation of the Goſpel, it muſt.n6w | 
yield its place to the perfect law of the righte- 
duſneſs of Go in Chriſt. This law, after 
having humbled the pride, and ſtrengthened 
the frailty of man, comprehends within itſelf 
an AY ne its en its 
a 4 1» ENETYIES, 
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energies, and e ae its 0. 
tions. k - | 
Modern tiraes have allo invented vie 
piece of ſophiſtry, by which they who are 
urged fo to do by intereſt or inclination, at- 
tempt to prove the power of the keys to be 
uſeleſs and nugatory. The Church, ſay 


generally neceſſary to ſalvation: it is implied 
therefore that ſome may be ſaved without re- 
ceiving them. It is anſwered, that the ſaera- 
ments are ab/olutely neceſſary tothe ſalvation 
of all who have the opportunity of receiving 
them. But as for all thoſe, though it is i 
be fearedtheir numbers aregreat, who wilfully, 
perverſely, and without cauſe, abſent them- 
ſelves from the ſacramentof the Lord's Supper, 
after having received that of baptiſm, and en- 
gaged i in the Chriſtian. courſe, their fouls are 
in a ſtate which it may well appal them to 
think of. Numbers are no defence againſt the 
thus provoked and ugaverted wrath of Gop ; 
numbers cannot force their way into heaven 
by any other entrance than that Which was 
opened by Him, who is Himſelf « the way, 
the W and the liſe.“ If, theſe reaſoners, 


hr + moreover, 
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moreover, the people be truly penitent, Goo 
will pardon their ſins, whether they receive ot 
do not receive the abſolution of the Prieſt ; 
if they be not truly penitent, the abſolution 
of the Prieſt will avail them nothing. It is 
anſwered, that although the final application 
of pardon to the conſcience of the finner muſt 
be left to Him who alone knoweth the heart; 
yet He who © hath given power and com- 

« mandment tohis Miniſters to declare and pro- 
*« nonnce} to his people, being penitent, the 
« abſolution and remiſſion of their fins,” did 
not intend that ſuch power ſhould be rendered 
uſeleſs, that ſuch commandment ſhould be 
made of none effect, by ſelf-ſufficiency and 
arrogance. Were an earthly Monarch to 
grant a pardon to a criminal under condem- 
nation, but require the criminal to ſubmit to 

receive that pardon under the ſeal and figna- 
ture of one of the inferior officers of his. 
realm, that criminal would ſtand convicted of 
the. additional crimes of contumacy and in- 
ſolence, were he to refuſe to receive the pardon 
from any but the Monarch himſelf, and would 
juſtly be left to fuffer the puniſhment due to 
his offences. In this guilt of contumacy, let 


not 
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not the people of our Church be involved; 
but let thoſe who deſire ſpiritual graces, — 
may their number be great receive them 
with thankfulneſs and humility by Gop's _ 
Wen, means. 
But it may with truth be ſaid in excuſe of 
1 people, that they are by no means ſuffi- 
ciently inſtructed in the origin or nature of 
theſe powers of the Clergy, nor ſufficiently in- 
formed of the benefits to be derived upon 
themſelves by the due exerciſe of them. It 
may be ſaid that the people in general are very 
willing to be Chriſtians as far as their know- 
ledge reaches; but that they are fallen in a 
time in which a merely nominal profeſſion of 
the faith ſeems to ſatisfy their paſtors, and an 
3; attendance for form's fake at the Church once 
a week to give them a right to the denomina- 
tion of Chriſtians; and that therefore they a are 
contented to be no worſe than thoſe around 
them. In the primitive church indeed, the 
participation of the body and blood of Chriſt 
made a regular part of the devotional exerciſe 
i: of epery feſtival, and,.it would have been 
deemed in the higheſt degree impious to re- 


AKuſe this, heavenly; banquet thus graciouſly | 
bin. | prepared. 
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prepared. Thus when the ptieſt, retaining 
any one's fins, deprived him of this his regu- 
lar ſpiritual ſuſtenance, he felt that void which 
the loſs of an habitual comfort creates: But 
the people in theſe days know ſo little, and, 
from the force of general example, care ſo 
little about reli gious concerns, that on any of 
thoſe four days in the year on which the 
Lord s ſupper 1 is adminiſtered in our Parochial 
Churches, nine perſons out of ten in the con- 
gregation regularly quit the Church before 
that ſervice begins; and this practice is ſo 
conſtant, that it ceafes to cauſe either ſur- 
priſe or offener. b bal 
The Clergy perhaps withhold from the peb- 
ple that degree of inſtruction which a Chriſ- 
tian ought to have, that he may know what it 
is to be a Chriſtian ; they forbear to inform 
them of the ſpiritual rights which themſelves 
poſſeſs, leſt the duty or the trouble of a 

Pariſh ſhould be increaſed; leſt the tranquilli- 
ty of thoſe who conſider duty and trouble as 
; ſynonymous terms ſhould'be diſturbed by too 
particular and minute attention to on — 
tate of their Pariſfhioners. 
However this be, it is a fact hots bels 
nied, 
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nied, that the power which the text gives, 
bas loſt the ſupport of public opinion; and 
therefore, ſince it cari only be exerted dn thoſe 
who willingly ſubmit 'to it, it is no longer 
exerted for the purpoſes of edification. That 
influence is loſt which might be effectually 
employed in the ways of exhortation and praiſe, 
of threatening and reproof, to reform the 
manners of | Chriſtians ;' and that influence is 
, loſt; which is neceſſary to the peace, to the 
— to the ſecurity, to the unity and hap- 
pineſs of a Chriſtian Church; loſt in a great 
meaſure by the ſupineneſs and indolence of 
thoſe 28 who prefer their caſe to o their 

6-0 the preſent is not a time bt 1 ſe⸗ 


curity, negligence and indifference. The open 


and àvowed apoſtacy of a whole nation from 
the faith of Chriſt proves that the evils which 
the miſconduct of any Clergy may cauſe, are 
not merely viſionary. The deſtruction of the 
Church eſtabliſhed in that nation proves that 


the-judginents of Ge are. abroad in the 


earth. We have heard of a deluded multi- 


tude, actuated ſurely by damned ſpirits, ruſh- 


that 


„ 
more iunediang preſence» Within the ſame | 
reared to fantaſtic Divinition the vain Idols of 


a wayward and ſelf-ſufficient imagination. Its 


facted roof has reſounded with the yells of 


ſavage infidels, and with blaſphemies too hor- 


rid to be repeated to a Chriſtian” audience, 


with blaſphemies againſt the Religion of 


Jeſus, uttered even by its Prieſts themſelves. 
Thus is the phial of Gop's wrath, poutud᷑ cut 
upon a nation that defpiſes or abuſes his-ſpi« 
ritual bleſſings: he taketh away his grace, 


and thenceforward the ſevereſt vengeance' is 


permiſſion to follow the ruinous devices '6f 
their own corrupt hearts. ee 2:05 Lil 


It may perhaps be remarked, that _ 
Church whoſe downfal muſt excite through · 


out Chriftendom one ſenſation of horror, 


thoſe powers, the recovery. of the -uſe'of 
which is here recommended, were exerciſed 


in their full and complete energy, and that 


nevertheleſs, as has appeared by the event; 
the Clergy of that Church had loſt their in- 
fluence on the minds of the people. In this 
our Church there is danger, leſt from an op- 


poſite 


1 
Ft 
. 


ry 
E W $4<S 


n 
+ — — — 


| 
! 
' 
þ 
; 
he 
; 


EY YR SKATE. i ray 
6 - 9 


- — » 
C4 . — = 
_ -- ——y 
++ K 


o 
j 
f 
1 
( 1 
ho 


1 
ct 4. " = ” 
— — — * 


r rs 


> > a> 
* a = 
* Ba. 9 


« > * 2 2 
rn 


* 
— * 


OK 7 


EF & 7 — as -_ 6 : . — * " 
FE EAR, RCA a. ani + 


l ö 
* — „ Ano oa. a, AS 


oy 
——_— 


1 

— 

— — — 
- < 


+ 


of 
H 
1 
1 * 
4 
«p14 
= U 
1 1 
LY 
. 
4 : 
7 of 
1 ö 
. 4 


we — * I, C — % a — F 4% . 
A [ — * it 
re - Ls, 4 
£ —_—_ = 
I ene aa hs 5 * r 
— . wo - > — 2 — * —— 


( 39 ) 


pofite conduct the ſame conſequence enſue: the 
Gallican Church, and the Romiſh Church 
throughout, by aſſuming and abuſing. a power 
which does not belong to it in the extent to 
which it claims it, by requiring ſubmiſſion to 
its dictates in oppoſition to the evidence of the 
ſenſes and without the warrant of Sctipture, bas 
driven many of its members into infidelity as 
daring as impious. The Church of England, by 
inſiſting ton little upon its juſt ſpiritual rights, 


byneglecting to inſtruct the people in the benefit 


tobe derived from them, and by foregoing the 
exerciſe of them, has allow / ed the people at large 


t fall into aſtate of careleſſueſs, negligence and 


indifference with regard to the faith and prac- 
tice of a Chriſtian; into a ſtate in which al- 
though they ſtill are willing to reſpect them- 
ſelves.individuallyas Chriſtians, they hardly ever 
conſider themſelves as members of an united 
and well oompacted body, or as a congregated 
andaſſociated number of the radeemed of Chriſt 
journeying together under the direction and 
government of paſtors and guides appointed 
by Go, to lead them, ſupported by the 


manna of his + ſpiritgal, graces, through the 


deſert of this world to their heavenly Canaan. 
y 0. e The 


© at I 

The bond therefore of union and the chain of 
ſubordination are broken. The eſtabliſhment 
of our Church reſts for its ſecurity on the 
civil power. Should that ſupport be with, 
drawn, or ſhould the civil power be unable or 
unwilling to afford it, not only this our eſ- 
tabliſhment may be overthrown, but Chriſ- 
tianity itſelf may be loſt to the nation. 

For, that J may point out preciſely what 
our danger is, the Gallican church has been 
overthrown by the open violence of the peo- 
ple, which it provoked by its corruptions; 
the Church of England may fall by the ſilent 
defection of the people, which it cauſes by its 
pernicious and inexcuſable negligence. 

This calamitous and fatal event may Gop 
avert! May He give to his miniſters in this our 
Church that prudent diligence, that diſinter- 
eſted perſeverance and activity which maꝶ re- 
gain the affectionate attachment and the due 
ſpiritual ſubmiſſion of the people! May He 
give them ſuch lively zeal for the promotion 
of the glory of his great name, and for the 
edification of his people, that when every 
man's 3 work hal be tried ou fire A r 
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work may not be conſumed, nor themſelves 
rejected as unprofitable Servants, but that they 
may be approved as bleſſed fellow- workers 


together with-Chriſt, and as e Stewards 
of the ops egg Gov. R 
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